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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 


DATE: April 2, 1999 
FILE NO.: 098-21225-2172-055 


HELENA ASHBY, CHIEF TO: LEROY D. BACA 
DETECTIVE DIVISION SHERIFF 


LETTER OF OPINION ON DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING 


The attached Letter of Opinion was received from the District Attorney’s Office regarding 
the case involving Deputies Javier Valencia 4, Angel Eustorgio Jaimes| and 
Sergio Armando Mancilla 

STATION: Century 


DATE / TIME OF SHOOTING: October 27, 1998, 1125 hours 


SUSPECT: ieee | MH/17 (Deceased) 
MOLINA, Adolfo MH/35 (In Custody) 
CARRIZOZA, Alfredo MH/32 (In Custody) 

LOCATION: 75" Street and Hooper Avenue 
Los Angeles 

CONCLUSION 


“Given the circumstances described to this office, Deputies Valencia, Jaimes and Mancilla 
were all legally justified in using deadly force, both in self-defense and in defense of each 
other. We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter.” 
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March 24, 1999 


Captain Don Mauro 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5754 Rickenbacker Road 

Los Angeles, California 90040 


Dear Captain Mauro: 


Re: S.LD. File #: 100-8495/99-0026 
L.A.S.D. File #: 098-21225-2172-055 


Office has completed its review of the October 27, 1998 fatal shooting of 
by Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriffs Javier Valencia, Angel Jaimes and 
ergio Mancilla. We have concluded that each deputy acted lawfully in self-defense 
and in defense of each other. 


The Special Investigations Division of the Los Angeles County District rl 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, Homicide Bureau, submitted to this office on January 27, 1999, 
an oral presentation by Sergeant John View, and an examination of 240 photographs 
that relate to this incident!. No independent investigation has been conducted by 
members of this office. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On October 27, 1998, at approximately 11:25 a.m., Deputies Javier Valencia and Angel 
Jaimes were on routine patrol, westbound on Florence Avenue, when a grey Ford 
Crown Victoria driven by Adolfo Molina made an unsafe lane change directly in 
front of them. Valencia was driving a marked black and white patrol car; Jaimes 
was the right front seat passenger. The deputies turned on the emergency lights on 
their patrol vehicle to conduct a traffic stop. Molina ignored the red lights and 
continued to drive westbound on Florence Avenue. 


1. These photographs will be returned to the Sheriff's Department. 
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Molina turned left on Parmalee Avenue, and slowed as if to stop. When Jaimes 
stepped from their patrol vehicle, the grey Ford suddenly accelerated. Valencia and 
Jaimes followed the car as it turned right on to 75th Street. While on 75th Street, the 
deputies saw the rear seat — raise an AK-47 type assault 
rifle and point it directly at the deputies’ patrol vehicle. 


Suddenly O began firing at the deputies through the rear window of the Ford 
Crown Victoria. Valencia told investigators that he could feel “bullets impacting 
their unit”. Both Valencia and Jaimes returned fire, shooting their handguns at 
HE tom their driver and passenger side windows respectively. 


They continued to follow the grey Ford westbound. Molina entered the intersection 
at 75th Street and Hooper Avenue and struck a brown automobile that was 
traveling southbound. The force of the impact forced both vehicles to the west curb 
on Hooper Avenue. The brown vehicle came to a rest north of the grey Ford, and 
the Ford actually collided with a blue compact vehicle already parked at the curb. 
Valencia stopped their patrol vehicle just east of the intersection. Both he and 
Jaimes came under continued gunfire from , who was still firing at them 
through the shattered rear window of his vehicle. 


Valencia and Jaimes returned gunfire, and took positions of cover behind their 
patrol car. Valencia said that he fired at i he didn’t see him move 
anymore. By this time the Molina and right front passenger, Alfredo Carrizoza, got 
out of the grey Ford. According to Valencia, both Molina and Carrizoza were firing 
weapons at him and Jaimes. Valencia told investigators that he then concentrated 
his gunfire on them. After firing all of his ammunition, Deputy Jaimes armed 
himself with the unit’s shotgun. He fired two rounds at Molina and Carrizoza, who 
then surrendered. Neither were injured by gunfire from the deputies. ay 
who had moved from the grey Ford, was seriously injured by gunfire. He was 
transported to Martin Luther King Jr. Hospital where his death was pronounced at 
1:30 p.m. by Dr. Dinkins. 


Deputy Jaimes told investigators that after the grey Ford collided with the brown 
vehicle, the two vehicles came to a rest facing the west curb of Hooper Avenue. The 
rear seat passenger, ae continued shooting at them with an assault rifle. The 
driver and right front passenger got out of the Ford and hid behind the blue compact 
vehicle that the Ford came to rest against. According to Jaimes, both Molina and 
Carrizoza fired handguns at the deputies. They surrendered when Jaimes fired two 
shotgun rounds at them. 
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Deputy Mancilla told investigators that he drove his patrol vehicle west on 75th 
Street, and when he arrived at the intersection of Hooper Avenue, he saw Valencia 
and Jaimes exchanging gunfire with suspects to their west. He stopped his vehicle 
east of Valencia’s patrol car, and fired three rounds at the suspects. 


Investigators recovered three weapons associated with Hi. Molina and 
Carrizoza. They found a MAADI 7.62 X 39 semi-automatic rifle with an empty 
magazine on the right rear seat of the grey Ford. They found 10 expended 7.62 X 39 
shell casings inside the vehicle. Near the blue compact vehicle investigators found 
a FEG nine millimeter handgun. Five live rounds of ammunition were found in 
the weapons magazine; one live round was found in the firing chamber. An 
expended shell casing ballistically matched to the FEG handgun was found nearby. 
A short distance away investigators located a .44 caliber magnum revolver. One 
expended shell casing and four live rounds of ammunition were found in the 
weapons cylinder. Upon examining the deputies’ patrol vehicle, investigators noted 
four bullet holes in the front windshield, a bullet hole in the driver’s side door, and 
a bullet hole near the left front headlight. It also appeared that the emergency light 
bar across the top of the vehicle had been hit either by gunfire or shrapnel. 


Deputy Valencia received a wound to the right side of his neck, which according to 
investigators, appears to have been caused by shrapnel. Apparent shrapnel was also 
impregnated in his vest. 


Investigators contacted E. the sister of DOO She 


knows Molina, and had seen Carrizoza with him on a couple of occasions prior to 
this incident. She told investigators that on October 27th, Molina and Carrizoza 
came to her residence, asking for her brother. She admitted them to her house, and 
while inside, heard Molina tell her brother “We have a mission”. She saw that both 
Molina and Carrizoza were armed with handguns. She urged her brother not to go 
out with them. She then went to work, and later learned of her brother's death. 


On October 28, 1998, Ogbonna Chinwah, M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed 
an autopsy on the body of (MJ. He ascribed the cause of death to 
multiple gunshot wounds. Seven rounds struck SE. Three rounds were 
recovered from {E's body by Dr. Chinwah. Two were ballistically matched to 
Valencia’s handgun; one was matched to Jaimes’ weapon. Additionally, a round 
recovered from s body at Martin Luther King Jr. Hospital was also 
ballistically matched to Valencia’s firearm. Benzoylecgonine, a cocaine metabolite, 
and cocaine were detected in {I's post-mortem blood. 
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The District Attorney’s Office, Crimes Against Peace Officers, filed criminal charges 
against Molina and Carrizoza, charging them with the murder of J} and 
attempted murder of Deputies Valencia, Jaimes and Mancilla2. The case is 
currently awaiting preliminary hearing. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of 
another if it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or 
the defense of another that he actually and reasonably believed that he was in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. 
App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes 
reasonably necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or 
~ similar circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be 
imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 


Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the 
law does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not 
be justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his 
safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App. 2d 575. 


When Deputies Valencia and Jaimes attempted to conduct a traffic stop on p 
Carrizoza and Molina, they had no knowledge that the three were armed wit 
loaded handguns and an assault rifle. It appears that whatever “mission” the three 
were on was interrupted by Valencia and Jaimes. Apparently fearful that their 
vehicle would be searched, their weapons recovered, and they would be arrested, 

took it upon himself to engage the deputies in a running gun battle that 
nearly cost both deputies their lives. The four rounds that struck the front 
windshield of the black and white patrol car were targeted directly at the sitting 
position of each deputy. 


2. See case number BA 176514. 
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Given the circumstances described to this office, Deputies Valencia, Jaimes and 
Mancilla were all legally justified in using deadly force, both in self-defense and in 
defense of each other. We are therefore closing our file and will take no further 


action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 


c: Deputy Angel Jaimes # 
Deputy Sergio Mancilla # 
Deputy Javier Valencia # 


